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Chief's Message Regarding CoronaVirus 
March 17, 2020 

COVID-19 continues to challenge us as we all desire a return to 

‘normal’ with ourselves, our families, our communities, and our 
squadrons. We must, however, proceed to ‘hunker down’ (hurricane 

preparation lingo) for a while. All is not lost; there are things you 

can do to not just entertain yourself during this downtime, 

but to educate yourself. For instance, take a look at our online 

offerings: 

1. Courses and Seminars: https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-

education 

2. America’s Boating Channel – view all of the YouTube videos: https://

americasboatingchannel.com/ 

3. Become a Vessel Safety Examiner! Study the manual and take the exam 

online: https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/12000/12900  

4. Member Benefits – have you looked at all of them recently? You can be saving 

$$$: https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/14000/1450001/benefits-

alphabetical 

UPDATES: from the Board of Directors and Executive Director:  

1. Our headquarters building in Raleigh will be closed the remainder of this week (17-20 

Mar 2020). Calls and emails will be monitored. A message was sent to all district and 

squadron commanders today. 

2. Also, with regard to squadron and district meetings, votes, changes of watch, 

etc.: while we do not have a formal (unbelievable, I know, given the size and scope of 

our Operations Manual and Bylaws) procedure for conducting business when a nation-
al emergency has occurred, the National Committee on Rules position is: “. . . for 
squadrons and districts to conduct business by the best available means while pre-
serving the safety and security of our members”; thus you may make use of electronic 

means. 

3. The Educational Department is in the process of creating a Virtual Meeting Indoctrina-

tion seminar which will be sent to all district and squadron commanders. Target: in 
hands early next week! 

4. Vessel Safety Examiners: The USCGAux has recommended that examiners suspend 

performing Vessel Safety Checks until further notice. We support that recommenda-

tion. 

I wish you fair winds, calm seas, and good health. 

Mary Paige Abbott 

Chief Commander 

of  SEATTLE 

America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 
© United States Power Squadrons® 

Chief Cdr 

Mary Paige Abbott 

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://americasboatingchannel.com/
https://americasboatingchannel.com/
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/12000/12900
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/14000/1450001/benefits-alphabetical
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/14000/1450001/benefits-alphabetical
https://www.usps.org/index.php/memb-home
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From the Helm 

I sincerely hope that this finds you all in good health, safe and secure in your 

own homes.  We all have been affected by this virus. Perhaps you or your fami-

ly members are working on the front lines, in industries of essential services, 

or you may know people that have even taken ill themselves. I know I have. 

Please be careful and let us know if your fellow boating club members can help 

you in any capacity.  

This pandemic has shut down our society and limited our time together; espe-

cially now, in the months when normally we would be celebrating our member-

ship and our Change of Watch. While we won’t be together, I’d still like to take 

this opportunity to thank everyone within our membership who has come to-

gether this past year to continue the work and service our America’s Boating 

Club of Seattle provides to our community.  It takes a village, or in this case, a 

marina! 

Our outgoing Executive Board has guided and helped me this past year. I am 

very grateful for all they have done to help steer the ship. The Executive Board 

has met monthly all through the year and its members have been integral to 

the smooth operation of our organization. Our Executive Officer Lt/C Patrick 

McSweeney, AP; Educational Officer Gail Kahlbrener, SN; Administrative Of-

ficer Lt/C Robert Dahlin, AP; Secretary Lt/C John Walsh, S; Treasurer P/C 

Lita Johnson, N, P/C Jim Haglund, P, and Elected Members Lt Mike Lancey 

AP, Lt David Rust, JN and Lt Peter Wardwell, S have all worked in various 

roles to keep us going. I am grateful for their patience, kindness and wisdom 

as they have helped us all.  

Everyone in this organization has pulled their weight; offering to teach classes, 

mind the bar, set up and clean up, sign up and recruit new members, take 

pictures at every event, organize rendezvous’, Sea Skills, SeaFair, Vessel Safety 

Checks, keep our books, publish our roster and Pilot….I could go on and on 

and I apologize that I cannot individually thank each and every one of you 

here. But please know in my heart that in this past year, I am so very grateful 

to you all for the help and support you have voluntarily brought to America’s 

Boating Club of Seattle.  I look forward to when we can again meet in person 

and I can give you a hug and shake your hand and we can welcome our new 

board, a new boating season and many new fun events on the water.  

With appreciation,  

Your Cdr Margaret 

 

 

 

Cdr Margaret Nordahl, S 
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     Cap t .  Rob ’ s  Roads tead  

April Quarantine Brings May Flowers 
 

Happy April squadron members!!! I, like many of 
you am in self quarantine per our Governor, Jay 
Inslee’s mandated stay at home order.  I hope that 
you are doing well and staying healthy out there 
from a virus pandemic that has sadly caused more 
than 37,00 deaths worldwide.  Although Spring is 
when most of us usually prepare our boats for 
Summer cruising, we must resist the urge to ven-
ture to marinas, perform boat work or go boating 
during the mandated stay at home order to pre-
vent the further spread of this highly undetectable 
and lethal virus. 

Hopefully, within a 
couple weeks, we 
will have more in-
formation from the 
Federal and State 
government on 
when or if these 
stay at home orders 

are released and when we can resume normal ac-
tivities in our lives and within our squadron.  Keep 
checking your local news sources and look for oc-
casional e-blasts for more information. 

AO’s 2020 Year in Review 

Dinner meeting Speakers and fun. 

What a wonderful year we had in 2019, squadron 
members!  Though we started off 2019 with an icy 
start that forced the cancellation of our February 
meeting, we contined on to a wonderful Spring 
and welcoming in Margaret Nordahl as our new 
Commander. We had several great speakers at our 
dinner meetings including: Peter Rick from Geico 
who explained Boat Insurance; our own Gail Kal-
brener to discuss her trip to the Amazon and Peru; 
our own David Geller discussed marine electron-
ics ; Saxon Bisbee from Nw Seaport came and dis-
cussed maritime history and they ships they are 
renovating.  Then we started off 2020 with a bang 
with writer and renowned photographer Paul 
Souders to discuss his Arctic polar bear explora-

tion in his 22 foot Dory and 
then Shari Goodwin from 
tranformational journeys to 
discuss hiking and backpack-
ing in Ireland! We also had 
another model ship auction; 
this time a 1/125 model of 
Jacque Cousteau’s Calypso 
which was won by Rip Knot at 
the June meeting! 

Our dinner meetings this year keep getting better 
and better, but we’ve love to see the attendance 
numbers to increase as Queen City may either 
raise our catering costs with Chef Willie or we will 
be left to doing potluck dinners for each meeting, 
which I am sure we would not like to do.  So 
please come to our meetings and enjoy the happy 
hour, good food, fun discussion with your fellow 
members and  the wonderful speakers we work so 
hard to line up for you each meeting. 

Out of this world Rendezvous 

This year was no 
exception when it 
came to our rendez-
vous cruises.  We 
started off with the 
Poulsbo District 16 
in which Seattle 
made a good ap-
pearance in with 

attendees traveling by land and water.  We had a 
wonderful Sea2Port cruise to Port Ludlow on July 
19/20 and celebrated the 50th anniversary of the 
Apollo moon landing with a BBQ dinner and moon 
pie wine pairing!! 

Though the attendance was lacking, we had a 
wonderful Port Orchard cruise where we attended 
the Kitsap wine festival and toured museums and 
dined at great restaurants.  Finally, we had a won-
derful time at the joint Port Townsend Labor Day 
cruise with the Everett squadron.  I was unfortu-
nately not there at the event, but the fun and mer-
riment was the perfect recipe for our final cruise of 
the year. 
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Rocking Around the Clock 

Our Happy Days 50’s/60’s holiday party on De-
cember 7th turned out to be a wonderful event.  
We had a mock jukebox, our bridge and attending 
members dressed up as 50’s and 60’s characters 
and music by yours truly, DJ Capt. Rob.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincere Member Appreciation 

The wonderful events/cruises and the help I had 
from my fabulous Administrative Dept. to plan 
and execute it cannot be overstated!!  Your insight 
and enthusiasm to help with meeting planning, 
dinner coordination, member involvement, pro-
cessing and benefits, operations training, bartend-
ing at our many dinner meetings, handling of 
squadron art and youth posters and taking fabu-
lous pictures to share to our members and other 
squadrons! A lot goes on the background in this 
department that is really important to keeping the 
squadron going as well as it is like the telephone 
committee, who helps to get people to remind 
members of upcoming meetings/events and the 
sunshine Committee that provides information 
when a member is sick or has fallen oin hard 
times.  I also cannot express my fully express my 
thanks and admiration to my wide, Lt Adrienne 
Dahlin, S for providing valuable insight, Cdr Mara-
garet Nordahl, S for keeping me on track; P/C Jim 
Haglund, P for always helping at all hours and 

times; Lt Cdr Gail Kalbrener, JN for being my in-
spiration and  Lt Cdr Patrick  McSweeney, AP and 
Lt Mike Lancey, AP for always being there to help 
in any way they could.  All of you are truly a bless-
ing for all the hard work you do and certificates of 
appreciation will be forthcoming to everyone in 
this wonderful department once this pandemic 
has reached a safety point where we can all meet 
together and celebrate our nautical heritage and 
neverenging pursuit of boating safety. 

Final AO Thoughts 

Wow, the past two years have gone by so quickly 
and it has been my privledge to be your squadron 
AO.  I hope that I have brought a spirit of fun into 
the Seattle squadron, while adding informative 
speakers to our dinner meetings and memorable 
holiday parties.  As I move to to the next chapter 
as your Squadron Commander, I hope I can con-
tinue to build on what we’ve started and work with 
your elected bridge to increase membershp while 
focusing on boating education, fun and memora-
ble experiences. 

Thank you everyone for a wonderful year! 

   

Captain Rob, your squadron AO.                                                   
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Gail Force Winds 

Lt/C Gail Kalbrener, JN 

Another year of Education, Education.  Get your Education.   
 

April showers, bring…home quarantine?  And just like that, the world has shut 
down.  I hope that everyone has been practicing social distancing and keeping your 

home bubble safe.  If you need to socialize with a neighbor or friends, do so out-

doors at a safe distance.  Don’t bring them into your home bubble that you have 

been safeguarding.  We will all make it.  Just continue to be vigilant of your space 

and those around you.  Be safe. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

USPS Headquarters has closed until at least 17 Apr 20.  What does this mean for 

the Education Department?  Any materials that have been ordered are on hold.  Any 

tests that have been sent in are on hold.  Any Navigation Course test and sight fold-
ers are on hold.  Lewis Titland, JN and I have been waiting on our Nav Course ex-

ams to be graded.  Our instructor, Dave Greene, SN, from BSPS, believed they might 

have been graded prior to the shutdown but we’re trapped now in the Unknown 

Zone.  We don’t know if we passed (I’m confident we did), so we shall continue the 

waiting game and hope that our tests appear soon. 

 
In the meantime, take the time and learn the many online courses available.  Even 

though we can’t see you in person, there are plenty of courses.  Check them out. 

https://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education 

https://www.youtube.com/c/AmericasBoatingChannel 

 
Marine Navigation Course has been online for three weeks now.  Thank you to Ste-

phen Taylor, S, for setting us up with Microsoft Teams.  As this class has been navi-

gating Bowditch Bay for several weeks now, they are about to finish their cruise, 

change boats and embark on their Piloting test.  I wish all the students the best of 

luck.  You got this! 

 
On to Member Appreciation.  Thank you to all our 2019 instructors.  Without your 
vast boating knowledge and expertise, we would not be the club that we are. Thank 

you, thank you, thank you. 

 

 

David Geller, P 
(ABC) 

Eileen Huggins, SN 
(ABC) 

Stephen Taylor, S 
(ABC) 

Bill Ray, AP (ABC, 
BH) 

Lita Johnson, N 
(ABC) 

Reid Larson, AP (ABC, 
BH) 

Your SEO (ABC, BH, 
P, AP) 

  

Photo Courtesy of USPS 

https://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://www.youtube.com/c/AmericasBoatingChannel
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I’d like to extend another huge thank you to our volunteers that help make our ABC classes such a great success. 

 

 
 

 

 

Most of all, on behalf of America’s Boating Club and the Education Department, I’d especially like to thank these 

great organizations for allowing us to hold our courses at their facilities. 
 

Seattle Yacht Club  www.seattleyachtclub.org 

 

Puget Sound Yacht Club  www.pugetsoundyc.org 

 
Union Marine (formally Lake Union SeaRay)  www.unionmarine.com 

 

 
 

Thank you for letting me be your Squadron Education Officer.  It has been a pleasure serving you.  Let’s take this 

time to learn something new, like an online boating course.  Make the time to keep learning. 
 

Stay Safe.  Stay Healthy.  Stay happy. 

 

Yours in Education, Captain Gail Kalbrener, JN or N? 

Cdr Margaret Nordahl, S Maureen Newman, AP David Newman, AP Eileen Huggins, SN 

Gabbie Martin-Mazzeo Rocky Mazzeo Steve Kodish, AP Leslie Kodish, P 

Maggie Murphy, JN David Weale, JN Mary Weale, JN Barb Erickson, JN 

Steve Erickson, JN Shirley Bollinger, AP Laura Chapman Heather Brown, P 

Ginger Marshall-St. Arnaud, AP       

http://www.seattleyachtclub.org
http://www.pugetsoundyc.org
http://www.unionmarine.com


 

   

Membership Matters 

24 January to 1 February 2020  
R/C Barbara Erickson, JN  

 

No matter how much we try not to, it seems when January rolls around, some of us cringe.  

January means the Seattle Boat Show. And for those nine days of the show, it means our prior 

four months or more of preparation must come together and provide an opportunity for volun-

teers and the recreational boater attending the show to listen and learn. 

This year 41 squadron members volunteered, and nine squadron liaisons dubbed “Point of Con-

tacts” worked to bring a different Boat Show experience to our booth in the CenturyLink Exhibi-

tion Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not familiar with the “Point of Contact” concept? It is something new we tried as we (the Boat 

Show Triad Coordinators – D/C Annette Ferguson, AP, D/Lt/C Craig Brown, SN, and P/R/C 

Barbara Erickson, JN) – learned that 70% of the Boat Show attendees are already boat owners 

and are also in our marketing demographics. We decided to solicit input from our “stockholders” 

– the squadrons! So, a call went out to the Commanders to identify someone who would work 

with us to be the conduit to their squadron membership and help us to improve the way we rep-

resented ourselves to the recreational boater. 

Photograph courtesy of Steve Erickson 
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With their help, we decided on a fresh approach to the booth – not to focus promotion of the 

ABC3 course, but to 1) be more professional, 2) share stories of our squadron experiences, 3) 

share safety tips about the storage of those little green propane bottles and checking their in-

flatable PFD cartridges, and 4) share the different educational opportunities available. 

Over the nine days, we found that foot traffic was slow but steady; booth location was greatly 

improved; having the Coast Guard Auxiliary next door had its pluses and minuses; and we 

don’t have the right mix yet even with the borrowed backdrop and Jump Start poster from Dis-

trict 32 – Thank you District 32! 

We held a post-Boat Show review with the Point of Contacts gathering feedback from those who 

volunteered. So, what did we learn? 

1. Communication using video conferencing would help the volunteers be better prepared to 

understand their purpose, goals, and expectations. 

2. The branding from United States Power Squadrons to America’s Boating Club needs ro-

bust local marketing. 

3. We do documentation well. 

4. Interest in our courses is alive and well – 121 course location maps with squadron con-

tact information were taken by the boater. 

So, what’s next? The coronavirus pandemic is certainly causing some major impediments for 

the foreseeable future: no phones are ringing to seek On-the-Water training from any of the 

squadrons, no classes/seminars are being offered. Time to reflect on what is the best course for 

this district with regards to the Seattle Boat Show. 
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What’s Happening Calendar 

April 2020          Remember to visit the new online Event calendar  

Thursday Apr 9, 2020 

18:00 - 21:00 EBoard Meeting 

Calendar: E-Board Meeting 

Where: Virtual / Remote  

Contact Margaret Nordahl at ssaps.cdr@gmail.com 

 

Thursday Apr 18, 2020 

17:00 - 22:00 Seattle Change of Watch 

CANCELLED 

 

 

** Reminder of the new Club Events and Education online calendar.  See Jim’s article from the 

November Pilot for more information. 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/calendar
mailto:ssaps.cdr@gmail.com
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/calendar
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/education
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November 2019 

Reminder: New website Event & Class Calendar 

I have recently added new Event and Educational calendars to our website. The Event calendar 

will take the place of the “What’s Happening”, “Calendar View” and “Rendezvous Schedule” pag-

es previously shown on the website. The new Educational calendar is similar except that it will 

be a much better way of displaying the classes and courses.  

What I like about this calendar approach, besides consolidating the events and classes into one 

location, is the squadron officers will be able to post their events and classes directly without 

going through the me, the webmaster. Plus, all members and non-members can register for a 

User Account, with the developer of the program, TeamUp, which will provide you with Event 

notifications and Reminders as they happen. Although a user account is not required to view 

the calendars, I highly recommend getting an account, to stay connected. 

The Event calendar is broken up into sub-calendars and I will provide each officer with access 

to add and make changes to the calendar based on their squadron responsibilities.  

The Educational calendar is also broken up into sub-calendars, and the SEO and ASSEO will 

both maintain the upcoming educational schedule. 

Please check out the new Calendar, it has some great features. The default view is set to Month-

ly but you can change that to fit your needs. Once open you just select an event and it will bring 

up detailed information including any links to flyers, signup forms, etc. It’s all there.  

Some cool features: 

• User friendly and intuitive. 

 

• The events or course categories are organized by Color.  

 

• Flexible display options: Basic calendar views Month, Week, Day, Agenda, Scheduler view, 

agenda or list view displaying details and inline images. Your Choice! 

 

• Share events without sharing the calendar. Easily share an event on the calendar by email, 

on Facebook, as a web page or add to your own calendar program (google, outlook or iCal) 

 

• Easily viewed on your mobile phone 

Here is a LINK to a Getting Started Guide For All Users 

 

If you need help or have questions contact: 

P/C James Haglund, P 

ssaps.webmaster@gmail.com 

(206) 258-9100 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/calendar
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/education
https://blog.teamup.com/getting-started-guide-for-all-users/
mailto:ssaps.webmaster@gmail.com
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Please signup to be a part of our GROUP FORUM & MARKET-

PLACE page on our website. The more members that signup the 
more useful it becomes as a resource. Simply select the Login/

Signup button and enter your email and your personal password 

– that’s it! 

Why join? Because once you've signed up you may utilize the fol-
lowing groups:  

 

General Discussions 

Share just about anything associated to boating and or our or-

ganization (no political stuff here) Stories, ideas, pictures, ques-
tions or whatever is on your mind. Here you can start discus-

sions, connect with members, reply to comments, and more.  

 

Items for Sale or Trade 

Sell it here. You can add photos, an asking price and a brief de-

scription. 

 

Free Stuff 

Post useful items that you no longer need and that deserve a 

second chance :) 

 

Boating Opportunities 

Looking for an opportunity to go boating? Post what you're look-

ing for - Captain or Crew. 

 

Help Wanted 

Do you need help with a task or service? 

As a member of this forum you will also be notified when some-
thing has been added or you have received a response to your ad 

or request for information. Your personal notifications can be 
modified to your preference under settings. Select the      icon to 

access. 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/forum 

P/C James Haglund, P 

ssaps.pc@gmail.com 

Group Forum & Marketplace 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/forum
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/forum
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/forum
mailto:ssaps.pc@gmail.com
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Instagram marketing chair job available - easy volunteer job. Post monthly on 

our Instagram site.  Easy social media photo poster gig.  See P/C Leslie 

Kodish for info.  Follow SeattleSailAndPowerSquadron on Instagram. 

 

Become an Associate Member of SSAPS - Are you interested in becoming an 

Associate member of Seattle Sail and Power Squadron? If you are a member 

of one of the squadrons of the United States Power Squadrons or a member of 

Burnaby Power and Sail Squadron (our sister Squadron in British Columbia) 

we welcome you to become an Associate Member of Seattle Sail and Power 

Squadron. To join, all you have to do is let me know, and I will send you an 

application form. Contact me at Lt Susan Johnston, JN. 

 

On the Water Education (OTW) - Members interested in OTW education 

please contact Jim West, regional director for OTW events, at jwestboat-

er@comcast.net 

 

Be a Part of History - As Squadron Historian, I collect photographs every year 

for storage in the Squadron archives. Steve Erickson, JN is a huge resource 

for this and we are ever so grateful. However, I welcome pictures from others, 

preferably low resolution to minimize electronic storage.  Send them to me at 

P/C Tim Rutledge, SN. 

 

Keep your membership Information up to date - If there are any changes to 

your address or contact information there is an online form you may fill out 

on the membership page of our Seattle website. This also includes boat and 

or boat name changes as well. We don't want you to be left out of the loop.   

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/member-update 

 

Merit Marks - Want to view or print your merit mark from 2018?  Go to 

http://www.usps.org/php/DHinders/meritmarks/getMM.php and put in 

your USPS Certificate number.  You can find the Merit Marks form linked 

here. 

Vessel Safety Checks (VSC)  Call and schedule your free inspection today!  

VSC Chair P/C James Haglund, P  caddmandew@gmail.com 

206-258-9100, or use the Online Request Form: 
 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/vsc-request 

Flare Disposal Option - Disposing of old marine flares always seems like a 

challenge. They can’t be shot off as a demonstration. Sometimes Police or Fire 

Departments will take them, but it can be a hassle to arrange this. Thankful-

ly, several King County transfer stations now accept expired flares.  The 

North Seattle, South Seattle, and Factoria Hazardous Waste sites will accept 

up to 10 expired marine flares per person. For more information, visit 

www.HazWasteHelp.org or call (206) 296-4692. 

The Pilot’s Shorts 

mailto:jwestboater@comcast.net
mailto:jwestboater@comcast.net
mailto:rutledges@aol.com
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/member-update
http://www.usps.org/php/DHinders/meritmarks/getMM.php
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1O5gWf0rc3ZP-JplD_PBhYeckbw0Hc-h2
mailto:caddmandew@gmail.com
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/vsc-request
http://www.HazWasteHelp.org
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Happy April Birthdays! 

1  Maggi Murphy, JN 

5  Sally Ross 

6  Peter Hiatt, S 

7  Jay Krueger, P 

13  Lt/C Bill Ray, AP 

15  Alan Sidel, N 

17  Steve Wilson, P 

18 Colleen Budak 

18 John Walsh, S 

21  Lt Katherine Vollenweider, S 

28  Lt Gary St. Arnaud, AP 

 

http://www.boatinsurance.net/
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Seatt le  Sai l  & Power  Squadron  
 

 
Chartered 1941 

A Unit in District 16 of 

The United States Power Squadrons® 

Founded 1914 

 

 

 

Editor: Lt Jon Brown, S 

E-mail: ssaps.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

www.SeattleSailPowerSquadron.org 
www.facebook.com/USPSSeattle 

The Basics of Marine Radio Use, Part 3 
 

Boater Calling Channel (VHF Channel 9) 

The Federal Communications Commission established VHF-FM channel 9 as a 

supplementary calling channel for noncommercial vessels (recreational boaters) 

at the request of the Coast Guard. A  ship or shore unit wishing to call a boater 

would do so on channel 9, and anyone (boaters included) wishing to call a com-

mercial ship or shore activity would continue to do so on channel 16. Recrea-

tional boaters would continue to call the Coast Guard and any commercial fa-

cility on channel 16. 
 

The purpose of the FCC regulation was to relieve congestion on VHF channel 

16, the distress, safety and calling frequency. FCC regulations require boaters 

having VHF radios to maintain a watch on either VHF channel 9 or channel 16, 

whenever the radio is turned on and not communicating with another station. 
 

Since the Coast Guard generally does not have the capability of announcing an 

urgent marine information broadcast or weather warning on channel 9, use of 

channel 9 is optional. We recommend boaters normally keep tuned to and use 

channel 16 in those waters unless otherwise notified by the Coast Guard. 
 

Procedure for Calling A Ship by Radio 

You may use channel 16 to call a ship or shore station, but if you do so, you 

must, must be brief! We recommend this same procedure be used over channel 

9, if channel 9 is used as a calling channel. 

For example: 
 

Blue Duck: "Mary Jane, this is Blue Duck" (the name of the vessel or MMSI be-

ing called may be said 2 or 3 times if conditions warrant) 
 

Mary Jane: "Blue Duck, this is Mary Jane. Reply 68" (or some other proper 

working channel) 
 

Blue Duck: "68" or "Roger"  

 

 

Courtesy of the United States Coast Guard (https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=mtBoater) 

Nautical Knowledge or Nonsense 

Photo Courtesy of USCG 

Photo Courtesy of USPS 

mailto:ssaps.newsletter@gmail.com
http://www.usps.org/seattle
http://www.facebook.com/USPSSeattle
https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=mtBoater

