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Canadian Power Squadron (CPS) National Conference 

Here is a local opportunity to participate in a national Power Squadron con-

ference.  Linked here is info about the Canadian Power Squadron (CPS) Na-

tional conference that will be held in Victoria, BC on 16-20OCT19. 

 

Any US Power Squadron/America’s Boating Club member is welcome to at-

tend CPS’s conference. It is a wonderful way to meet & learn about activities 

& educational opportunities of our partner to the north. It would be good/fun 

to have a large representation of PNW USPS/ABC members attending. 

 

On the 1st page of the link above is hotel reservation information and details 

about the tours. FYI – prices are Canadian (USA is approx. 75% of Canadi-

an). 

 

Use the this link to make food & tour reservations. By using the link you’ll 

avoid the hassle of determining the exchange rate since your credit card will 

give you the best exchange rate. If you’re a CPS member you can get a mem-

ber discount on meals. 

 

There are multiple methods to get from the main land to Vancouver Island 

(Victoria).  A convenient way from Seattle is the Victoria Clipper from Seattle 

to Victoria harbor (easy walk to the hotel). There is the Coho (Black Ball) 

from Port Angeles (WA) to Victoria harbor (easy walk to the hotel). There is 

the Washington State ferry from Anacortes (WA) to Sidney (BC). There is 

the BC Ferry from Tsawwassen (just south of Vancouver, BC) to Sidney (BC). 

Both the Washington & BC ferries refer to the route as going to Victoria, but 

they actually arrive at Sidney (on Vancouver Island) meaning you’ll need a 

vehicle to drive to the hotel. 

 

You’ll need a Passport, NEXUS card, or Enhanced Driver License to get into 

Canada and back into the USA. 

 

Craig Brown, SN-IN 

Executive Officer | District 16 

of  SEATTLE 

America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 
© United States Power Squadrons® 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B1JSM2V75bS5ZjN1TkdxVXdoQnVfQTc1U1RqLVlrQkowTHA4/view
https://www.cps-ecp.ca/?WCE=C=56|K=246135|CAL=224335
https://www.usps.org/index.php/memb-home
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From the Helm 

Cdr Margaret Nordahl, S 

As your commander I have the distinct honor of offering kudos and 

congratulations to our members. In that spirit, I am very proud to an-
nounce that our P/C Cathy McDonald, JN has received her 25 year 

pin! Cathy lives in Texas but continues to be active in America’s Boat-
ing Club of Seattle as our Sunshine Committee Chair. Please feel free 
to contact Cathy and offer your congratulations on her much-

appreciated participation in our organization and for all her contribu-
tions over the years, including 2 consecutive stints as our commander 
in 2012 and 2013. 

 
You’ll see by reading our AO’s letter, that much is planned heading into 

our fall months as we again meet for our monthly dinner meetings and 
superior speaker’s series. Make sure you sign up for our upcoming 
September dinner meeting to be held on 19 September 2019 at Queen 

City Yacht Club. I can’t wait to hear about all the summer cruising and 
boating events in which our members participated! 

 
And with fall, comes the opportunity to garner points towards your 
Merit Mark for 2019.  For those who have volunteered in any squadron 

activities over the past year, this is your chance to document your cu-
mulative volunteer hours (at least 10 hours) in club related activities in 
order to receive your merit mark for 2019.  Your club appreciates you!  

 
The merit mark submission is due by the end of September. Please fill 

out the merit marks form (linked here) and submit it to either your 
committee chair or Lt. Peter Wardwell, S directly at pnward-
well@gmail.com. 

 
And finally, I am pleased to announce that our club will be participat-
ing in a new event this year. The Fall Fisherman’s Festival 21 Septem-

ber 2019. We’ll be promoting the Boating4Kids Boating Safety program 
and need 6 volunteers for 2 hour shifts from 11-6 pm. Please contact 

me for further information if you’d like to help out. It’ll be fun, and a 
great way to interact with the community.  
 

See you soon! 
 

Cdr Margaret 
 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/e-commerce
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1O5gWf0rc3ZP-JplD_PBhYeckbw0Hc-h2
http://www.fishermensfallfestival.org/
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XO’s Report 

Lt/C Patrick McSweeney, AP 

We are getting close to the close of summer, but that does not mean we are 

done with boat related events! Aside from the wonderful rendezvous we 

have planned, there is one more event mid-September that we don’t want 

to sneak up on us. The Fishermen's Fall Festival is happening September 

21st. I will be volunteering in the Boating4Kids program, and I welcome 

anyone else who wants to welcome the squadron to come and help out! 

Now onto the latest entry in my “Learning to Sail” log. I had the privilege of 

joining you all on our squadron rendezvous at Port Ludlow, this time atop 

a boat of my own! Well, I suppose it was chartered, but close enough! My 

crew included myself, and the lovely Midori Kudo, who you all had the op-

portunity to meet. It was her first time aboard a vessel and I am proud to 

say she did a fantastic job. The journey up to Port Ludlow went well 

enough, we were able to take out the sail for a short period but most of the 

way we were under power. We had some lovely dockhands helping us as 

we brought the boat in, and I am pleased to say that there will be no em-

barrassing Youtube videos of the destruction of Port Ludlow Marina. After 

enjoying a wonderful evening with the squadron under the tent and 

around the fire, Midori and I retired to the boat to prepare for the journey 

home the next day, unbeknownst the trouble that was lying in wait.  

When we woke up and made ready to sail, we needed to fill our diesel tank 

at the fuel dock. We were able to dock just fine, but when we tried filling 

the tank, it would only take about a gallon and a half before the tank was 

full. According to calculations, we should have used approximately 5 gal-

lons on the way here, so there was no way we would be getting home on 

power alone. After several frustrating calls to the Seattle Sailing Club, we 

decided that we would depart and try to sail home, using power as little as 

possible. We embarked, and with the exception of fighting the current 

around Point No Point, we were able to make it home without using power 

at all! We were even able to go wing-on-wing for about a half an hour, 

which was wonderful since it made the apparent wind fall to next to noth-

ing. 

Docking back at Shilshole marina was a breeze, with the dockhands for 

the club being super useful, though at this point I am pretty sure Midori 

could have handled tying down the lines single handedly. We still have 

mountains of things to learn, but I am glad to say that the knowledge im-

parted by the squadron and the sailing club helped make the journey a 

safe and enjoyable one! 

I hope you all have had a wonderful boating season, I know I have. It is 

time to start coming together again to regale each other with our summer 

boating adventures, I look forward to seeing you all at our September din-

ner meeting! 
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Another wonderful summer!! 
 
Squadron members, thank you all who attended our 

August 9-10 rendezvous at Port Orchard Marina!  Titled, 

“Wine Down”.  We had a blast on the dock at the Kitsap 

Wine Festival!!  Some of us also enjoyed visiting the his-

toric museum ship USS Turner Joy along the Bremer-

ton. 

 

 

 

 

Now, with summer coming to a close, it’s time to think 

about fall activities. Join us for our September member-

ship meeting at QCYC on Sept 19th.  This will be a spe-

cial catered dinner with yours truly as guest speaker 

with my lovely wife, Adrienne presenting the Ins and 

Outs of Vacation Cruising.  We’ll pull out our box of tips 

on getting the most out of cruise, saving money, great 

destinations, tools and tricks of the trade.  Join us for a 

great meal and presentation to prepare for winter vaca-

tioning!!! Please RSVP for the September meeting so we 

can get an accurate head count for Willie by Sept 14th.  

Prepay for dinner online ($20pp) by following this link. 

Also, you may have missed the deadline for the District 

16 Fall Conference at Coeur d’Alene Resort in Idaho on 

October 11-12th, but you can still attend the meeting 

and represent our squadron!  See the District 16 web-

site for more information 

Here is our upcoming calendar of events!! 

Sept 19th – 7PM Monthly membership dinner meeting 

at QCYC.  RSVP online for catered dinner. 

Sept 27-28 – Kingston “Hey Mon” rendezvous at King-

ston marina.  Due to no current reservations, this ren-

dezvous may be cancelled. 

Oct 11th –12th - District 16 Fall Conference at Coeur 

d’Alene Resort in Idaho. 

October 17th – 7PM Monthly membership dinner meet-

ing at QCYC.  RSVP online for potluck dinner.  Our 

guest speaker will be announced in the October pilot. If 

you last name begins with A-H, bring entree item, I-R 

bring appetizer or salad items S-Z bring dessert items. 

Looking forward to seeing you all at an upcoming meet-

ing or event.    

“Yo-Ho-Ho and a Summer of Fun!!” 

 -Captain Rob, Squadron AO 

     Cap t .  Rob ’ s  Roads tead  

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/e-commerce
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UWOaXKbnsTCOhHcu2bLolLvtTfBQtOFz/vie
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/e-commerce
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/potluck
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Gail Force Winds 

Lt/C Gail Kalbrener, JN 

Summer has been a much-needed break for me as your SEO but I un-
derstand it is time to put my hat back on.  So here goes for your Fall 

Schedule. 

 

ABC Course to get your WA Boater Education Card 

Saturday, 9/7/18, 0900-1700 hours 

Union Marine, 3201 Fairview Ave E, Seattle 

Cost:  $40 Boats Afloat Special, addl $20 for family member sharing 

book 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/new-boater-classes 

All graduates will receive a free ticket to the Boats Afloat Show 

Volunteers Needed:  AM-check-in, setup, coffee, Noon-knots, hotdog 

cooker, PM-graders, recruiters, clean-uppers 

Don’t say you’re too old to take the course.  Come test your knowledge 

just like John Walsh, S did.  Not that I am saying he is old.  I mean… 

he came to the class to have fun and test his knowledge.  That’s all  

Tell your friends about the class.  Tell your grandkids 12 and over to 

come take the class. 

Other classes scheduled for 10/19/19 and 12/7/19 

 

Boat Handling Course (Seamanship) 

Mondays, 9/16/19, 1900-2100 hours 

Puget Sound Yacht Club, 2321 N Northlake Way, Seattle 

Cost:  $75 members, $140 non-members 

Go beyond the ABC basics.  Course covers Rules of the Road – A Prac-

tical Approach, Confidence in Docking and Undocking – Slow-Speed 
Maneuvering, Boating with Confidence – Handling Your Boat Under-
way, Anchoring with Assurance – Don’t Get Carried Away, Emergen-

cies on Board – Preparation for Handling Common Problems, and 
Knots and Line Handling – The Knots You Need to Know.  Come learn 

from our top instructors. 

I sent out an email to all our members who have not taken this course 

yet.  Join us.  For really. 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/advanced-courses 

 

 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/new-boater-classes
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/advanced-courses
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Gail Force Winds 

Marine Navigation Course (Piloting) 

This class will start in December/January timeframe. 

This is the first course in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation, covering the basics of 
coastal and inland navigation. This course focuses on navigation as it is done on recreational 
boats today and embraces GPS as a primary navigation tool while covering enough of tradi-

tional techniques so the student will be able to find his/her way even if their GPS fails. 

 

Advanced Marine Navigation Course (Advanced Piloting) 

Wednesday, 9/11/19, 1900-2100 hours 

Location: TBD   

Cost:  $105 members $185 non-members     

This is the second in the sequence of USPS courses on navigation. It continues to build 
coastal and inland navigation skill, allowing the student to take on more challenging condi-
tions – unfamiliar waters, limited visibility, and extended cruises. GPS is embraced as a pri-

mary navigation tool while adding radar, chartplotters, and other electronic navigation tools.  

Giddy up and sign up! 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/advanced-courses 

 

Offshore Navigation Course (Junior Navigation) 

Thursdays, 9/12/19, 1800-2000 hours 

Offered by Bellevue Power Squadron 

Cost:  $135 members, $180 non-members 

This course is the first in a two-part program of study in offshore navigation.  You will contin-

ue to use GPS as the primary position sensor, as you learned in your previous classes.  How-
ever, the offshore environment poses many different elements for consideration by the naviga-
tor. Ocean currents, wind, and sea state all affect a vessel's performance over the longer pas-

sages.  You will learn to substitute celestial objects such as the sun as reference points. The 
course begins with the study of celestial navigation, teaching the student to take sights on the 
sun with a marine sextant and derive a line of position from that observation.  Learn more by 

taking the course with our fellow squadron. 

https://www.bellevuepowersquadron.org/book-online 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/advanced-courses
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bellevuepowersquadron.org%2Fbook-online&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca0f7be9378e947c673f908d72b4a3a01%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637025470105398928&sdata=CT5RdLo6GNZt3dUQ1iuMrnADwTCh
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Gail Force Winds 

Celestial Navigation Course (Navigation) 

Tuesdays, 9/10/19, 1800-2000 hours 

Offered by Bellevue Power Squadron 

Cost:  $135 members, $180 non-members 

This course is the second part of the study of offshore navigation, further developing your un-

derstanding of celestial navigation theory. Course deals with learning celestial positioning us-
ing other bodies, in addition to positioning using the sun. This course also deals with electron-

ic software tools that can be used to plan and execute an offshore voyage. You will first learn to 
reduce these sights by the Law of Cosines method. Later in the course…well, sign up and learn 

what comes next. 

https://www.bellevuepowersquadron.org/book-online 

We have potentially 4 students embarking on this journey from our Squadron. You got this! 

 

Instructor Development Course 

This class may start October/November timeframe. 

Well, why not take this fun course if you want to help out with ABC classes or fill in for an in-

structor or just be an instructor.  The cool part is giving your presentations to your friends.  I 

have a few of you in mind for this class.  It’s a short one. 

Unlike other USPS courses, the Instructor Development course is not designed to enhance 

boating skills. Rather, its emphasis is on enhancing presentation techniques and instructor 
skills. The course has been designed to demonstrate interactive teaching methods focused on 

adult learning. Students are required to prepare lesson plans and give three presentations to 

their peers utilizing a variety of teaching aids and presentation skills. 

 

 

The 2019 Chapman Award Nominee has been selected and name turned over to District.  Dis-

trict nominations are due to National by September 1.  National will recognize all nominees 
and celebrate honorees at the 2020 Annual Meeting.  Good luck to all members selected in 

District 16. 

 

Did you know…5807 people Nationally passed the ABC course for the Educational Year ending 
30 June 2019?  Of which, 319 peeps were from District 16 putting us in 4th place Nationally.  

As a Squadron, well, we passed 73 peeps making our Squadron #1 in the District!!  I love stats!  

Congratulations to all instructors and volunteers for helping make this happen!!!! 

 

 

Cheers, 

Capt. Gail 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bellevuepowersquadron.org%2Fbook-online&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca0f7be9378e947c673f908d72b4a3a01%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637025470105398928&sdata=CT5RdLo6GNZt3dUQ1iuMrnADwTCh


 

   

Membership Matters 

R/C Barbara Erickson, JN 

I had an interesting conversation with R/C Robert Anderson, AP-ON, (Bremerton Squadron), 

chair of the Boat Operator Certification Committee and I thought this would be a great 

LEARN | ENGAGE | CONNECT opportunity to 

LEARN a little bit about the Boat Operator Certification (BOC) program. This committee is led by 

Bob Anderson, and two Staff Commanders – Ted Shanks, SN-ON, (Bremerton) and Bob Holub, 

SN-CN, (Jones Beach) and they oversee 11 Regional Directors and 26 Assistant Regional Direc-

tors. 

They are responsible for all the On the Water activities in America's Boating Club. This includes 

Jump Start, the on the water guides for all courses, Hands-On Training (Small Boat, under 26 

feet, and Large Boat, over 26 feet to 85 feet), Boat Operator Certification which includes Inland 

Navigator, Coastal Navigator, Advanced Coastal Navigator and Offshore Navigator. They are re-

sponsible for training Certifiers, Certifier trainers and Certifier instructors. 

ENGAGE in the work. There are a total of 38 Regional and Assistant Regional Directors. Their 

job is to organize training opportunities in their eight regions. In the Northwest, the Regional Di-

rector is Stf/C Jim West, AP-CAN, (Bellingham) and the Assistant Regional Director is Travis 

Smith, SN-ON, (Friday Harbor). District 16 has a total of 77 BOC qualified trainers! If you are in-

terested in being more proficient on the water and/or would like to be a trainer, please contact 

Jim or Travis. 

CONNECT with the BOC trained members of Seattle. D/Lt/C Al Keim, SN-ACN and Maggi Mur-

phy, JN-IN are both involved. Talk with them about what they do and learn how you might get 

involved. 

Meet New Members: 

Katherine Chapman and Joby Sky Lafky 

Seattle has increased her membership by two! Katherine (Kate) 

Chapman, S, who transferred her membership from the Music 

City Squadron and her partner, Joby Sky Lafky, who is a new 

member as of June! (Kate and Joby pictured on the left, photo 

provided by Kate) 

Kate is the sister of Laura Chapman who was featured with her 

partner in the May Pilot. And as mentioned in the article, their 

father, Warren Chapman, SN, was our Celestial Navigation in-

structor and the family owns a sailboat called “Red Jacket.” 
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Kate shares: 

What has been happening with Red Jacket: “We have been slowly getting Red Jacket back up 

to speed with the help of Rip Knot (also a SSPS member!) who has been looking after her 

since she was launched in '88. I'm hoping to learn how to take care of the brightwork myself 

in what's left of the summer. We're also planning a long weekend with my sister, Laura and 

her wife, Maya Ripecky, (also SSPS members!) at the end of August. There's some substantial 

work that needs to be done on the cockpit coaming, which may end up being done by the 

yard in Port Townsend, but overall, she's in pretty good shape and we are enjoying learning 

how to sail her ourselves.” 

Her fondest memory of sailing the Salish: “We spent my whole childhood cruising in Puget 

Sound and up around Vancouver Island, so it's hard to pick a favorite! A few that stick out 

are probably kayaking in Montague Harbor, hiking in Princess Louisa Inlet and eating ice 

cream in Lund (though I'm sure if my mom reads this, she'll tell me I've got all the names and 

places mixed up). I have a framed picture of me and my dad walking around Blake Island 

that my mom took, which is a nice encapsulation of the whole range of memories.” 

Favorite place they like to travel: “Joby and I do a fair amount of traveling, though it's often 

to new places! We both really like road trips, partly because it's nice to see what there is 

along the way rather than worrying too much about the destination, which is part of why I 

think he'll really take to gunkholing.” 

Pets and hobbies: I have two cats who have sadly never been on the boat (our cats always 

came with us when I was little). I play music with a couple friends, though not very seriously. 

The rest of my hobbies have kind of been shelved during graduate school, but hopefully that 

will be over soon (fingers crossed!). Joby rides bikes with several local groups, spends a lot of 

time traveling (both for work and pleasure) and in the fall will be taking his youngest daugh-

ter off to college in Pennsylvania. He made a pretty substantial hobby of driving back and 

forth to Nashville to visit me (and help me move) but now that that's over he's looking for oth-

er ways to stay overscheduled.” 

How you originally got involved with the Power Squadron? “My dad was a Life Member of 

USPS and was involved in the SSAPS since before I can remember. I think my first clear 

memory of it is from a holiday party where no one explained to me the concept of a white ele-

phant gift exchange, so I made an albino elephant hand puppet out of a white lunch bag and 

added it to the pile. If I remember, the old people thought my "gift" was pretty funny, and I 

think dad took home some mustache anti-freeze. I took maybe half of his course on celestial 

navigation, which I am really kicking myself for now that I'm trying to remember how to 

properly use a sextant! I joined up in Music City when dad died, and I think my sister joined 

up in Seattle not long after, so we're really maintaining continuity as much as starting some-

thing new. Looking forward to becoming more actively involved in the coming years!” 
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30 August - 02 Sept | Port Townsend Rendezvous  

Our annual rendezvous with the Everett Squadron. Expect a repeat from 

last year with allot of fun activities, food and exploration. Link to Flyer. 

Sign up online now. If you come by boat please make your reservation by 

July 31st, and there is a non-refundable deposit required by the marina. 

12 Sept | Executive Committee Meeting  

1800-2000 at a location TBD. Contact Margaret Nordahl at 

ssaps.cdr@gmail.com 

19 Sept | Catered Dinner Meeting  

Queen City Yacht Club | 1800-1900 Social Hour, 1900 Dinner and Meet-

ing. Our guest speakers will be Administrative Officer, Robert Dahlin and 

his lovely wife Adrienne.  They will be presenting "Cruising with Robert And 

Adrienne - The ins and outs of Cruise Ship Vacationing".  They will provide 

tips and tricks to getting the most out of planning, booking and enjoying 

your cruise.  Information provided for Royal Caribbean, Princess, Celebrity 

and Norwegian cruise lines. 

Make your dinner reservation online, the Sunday prior to the meeting. You 

will have the option to Pay Now or Pay Later. Questions or concerns con-

tact Cheryl Antony at chrisa5550@aol.com or call 425-503-6960 

27-29 September | Kingston Rendezvous  

Port of Kingston Marina | More information coming soon 

10 October | Executive Committee Meeting  

1800-2000 at a location TBD. Contact Margaret Nordahl at 

ssaps.cdr@gmail.com 

17 October | Potluck Dinner Meeting Entitled "BoatoberFest"   

Queen City Yacht Club | 1800-1900 Social Hour, 1900 Dinner and Meet-

ing. Our guest speaker TBD. We are hoping to make this like Octoberfest, 

so bring harvest type entrees to spice up this event!! We also plan to have a 

raffle for another chance at a ship model.  Stay tuned for more details!! 

Make your dinner reservation online, the Sunday prior to the meeting. You 

will have the option to Pay Now or Pay Later. Questions or concerns con-

tact Cheryl Antony at chrisa5550@aol.comor call 425-503-6960. The cost 

is $6.00 per person, to offset the cost of the QCYC room rental fee. 

** Based on members last name, the Potluck food assignments are 

as follows:  

                     A-H Side or Salad | I-Q Desserts | R-Z Main Dish 

18-20 October | D16 Fall Council & Conference  

All the information and registration can be found on the District Website. 

FYI, to get the discounted room rate you must make your reservations by 

September 1st. 

What’s Happening Calendar September & 

October 2019 

Crab Mac & Cheese… 

yummy! 

Follow the food 

assignments! ——> 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/rendezvous
mailto:ssaps.cdr@gmail.com
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/e-commerce
mailto:chrisa5550@aol.com
mailto:ssaps.cdr@gmail.com
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/potluck
mailto:chrisa5550@aol.com
https://www.uspsd16.org/calendar
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Port Townsend Rendezvous 

30Aug-1 Sept |Pt Hudson Marina 

Seattle and Everett Sail & Power Squadron’s 

Port Townsend is always a fun rendezvous! This event and location af-

fords a plethora of choices. There is plenty of time set aside for self-

exploration, allowing you to move at your own pace. 

If you come by boat please make your reservations by the Aug 2 deadline. 

There is a $10.00 non-refundable deposit required by the Marina. 

You are also welcome to join us by car for just the day, or why not get a 

room at one of the local hotels and stay for the entire weekend. We would 

absolute-ly love to have you join us! Please register Online NOW! 

Boat Owners: After you register online mail a check for $10.00 to Robert DahlinCheck 

payable to “SSAPS” |11608 100th Ave NE, Kirkland, WA 98034  

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/rendezvous
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Become an Associate Member of SSAPS - Are you interested in becom-

ing an Associate member of Seattle Sail and Power Squadron? If you 

are a member of one of the squadrons of the United States Power 

Squadrons or a member of Burnaby Power and Sail Squadron (our sis-

ter Squadron in British Columbia) we welcome you to become an Asso-

ciate Member of Seattle Sail and Power Squadron. To join, all you have 

to do is let me know, and I will send you an application form.  

Lt/C Eileen Huggins, SN. 

 

On the Water Education (OTW) - Members interested in OTW educa-

tion please contact Jim West, regional director for OTW events, at 

jwestboater@comcast.net 

 

Be a Part of History - As Squadron Historian, I collect photographs 

every year for storage in the Squadron archives. Steve Erickson, JN is 

a huge resource for this and we are ever so grateful. However, I wel-

come pictures from others, preferably low resolution to minimize elec-

tronic storage.  Send them to me at P/C Tim Rutledge, SN. 

 

Keep your membership Information up to date - If there are any 

changes to your address or contact information there is an online form 

you may fill out on the membership page of our Seattle website. This 

also includes boat and or boat name changes as well. We don't want 

you to be left out of the loop.   

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/member-update 

 

Merit Marks - Want to view or print your merit mark from 2018?  Go 

to http://www.usps.org/php/DHinders/meritmarks/getMM.php and 

put in your USPS Certificate number.  You can find the Merit Marks 

form linked here. 

Vessel Safety Checks (VSC)  Call and schedule your free inspection to-

day! VSC Chair P/C James Haglund, P  caddmandew@gmail.com 

206-258-9100, or use the Online Request Form: 
 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/vsc-request 

Flare Disposal Option - Disposing of old marine flares always seems 

like a challenge. They can’t be shot off as a demonstration. Sometimes 

Police or Fire Departments will take them, but it can be a hassle to ar-

range this. Thankfully, several King County transfer stations now ac-

cept expired flares.  The North Seattle, South Seattle, and Factoria 

Hazardous Waste sites will accept up to 10 expired marine flares per 

person. For more information, visit www.HazWasteHelp.org or call 

(206) 296-4692. 

The Pilot’s Shorts 

mailto:svboadicea@comcast.net
mailto:jwestboater@comcast.net
mailto:rutledges@aol.com
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/member-update
http://www.usps.org/php/DHinders/meritmarks/getMM.php
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1O5gWf0rc3ZP-JplD_PBhYeckbw0Hc-h2
mailto:caddmandew@gmail.com
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/vsc-request
http://www.HazWasteHelp.org
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Happy September Birthdays! 

3  Douglas McRobbie, S 

7  Joleen Lastelic 

10  David Berger, S 

12  Janet Pearson, S 

13  Allison Rapaport, P 

17  Gregg Williams, P 

21  Janet Chieh, S 

24  David Grant 

25  Rebecca Safai 

27  Clarisse Johnson 

 

http://www.boatinsurance.net/
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The Float Plan, Lesson 1: Structure of the plan 

The USCG Float Plan is specifically designed to provide Search 

And Rescue (SAR) personnel with the critical information they 
need to locate you quickly. The information is organized in such a 

way that the holder of your plan can quickly and accurately con-

vey that information to rescue authorities. 

Whether you are a power boater or kayaker, the USCG Float Plan 

works for you.  Set up a basic plan ahead of time and save it on 

you computer. Update it when you decide where and when you're 

going to go. Then, e-mail your completed plan to whoever you 

choose to follow up should you not return or check-in as planned. 

Next months lesson will provide further details of how the plan 

works and what goes into it. 

Courtesy of the USCG Float Plan Central website. 

Nautical Knowledge or Nonsense 

mailto:ssaps.newsletter@gmail.com
http://www.usps.org/seattle
http://www.facebook.com/USPSSeattle
http://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/download/USCGFloatPlan.pdf
http://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/index.html

