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Boating and Social Distancing 

On a nice Friday afternoon a few weeks ago, Melanie & 

I took the kids down to Andrews Bay for the day.  We 
were surprised to find how many people were not fol-
lowing the proper social distancing guidelines.  Crowds 

of people that obviously were not in their “COVID 
Pods”, as I like to call your inner circle.  In addition, 

many boats were rafting up together with friends com-
mingling and crossing onto each others boats.  It was a 

bit discouraging to see, especially given the recent resurgence of the vi-

rus around the US. 

So, can we still safely boat during COVID-19?  The short answer is yes!  

However, we must follow some pretty simple guidelines to keep our-

selves and those around us safe: 

• Ensure you wear a mask and try to maintain a safe distance from 

others when doing things like loading up at the marina or fueling 
the boat. 

• You need to limit the people aboard to those family members you 

share your home with, period—no guests. 

• You also can’t raft up with other boats or pull up onto a beach 

close to another boat, as that could put you in close proximity 

with the occupants. 

• After doing anything that requires touching an item someone else 

may have touched, like a marina gate lock or a fuel pump, disin-
fect by washing your hands or using a hand sanitizer as soon as 

possible. 

Finally, to maintain the highest level of safety pack your gear and sup-
plies ahead of time and don’t plan to stop at a store on the way to the 

marina or launch ramp, as you usually might. 

We all enjoy getting out on the water, especially now that summer is 

here.  Please just do your part to protect the greater good. 

 

Portions courtesy of www.discoverboating.com 

of  SEATTLE 

America’s Boating Club® is a registered trademark of the United States Power Squadrons® 
© United States Power Squadrons® 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/calendar
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/calendar
https://www.discoverboating.com/resources/boating-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.usps.org/index.php/memb-home
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From the Helm 

Phase Two is here!! 

Squadron members, I hope that you and your families are safe and healthy 

and ready to begin summer with your friends at America’s Boating Club of 

Seattle!! Governor Jay Inslee has announced that King County has now en-

tered Phase two opening, making it possible for meeting in groups of 10 or 

less and opening of marinas, restaurants and parks.  At this point, we need 

to be at Phase 3 opening to begin meeting in groups of 30 or less which 

should accommodate most of our upcoming rendezvous events {Earliest is 

Kingston on July 17/18} Many of the counties are in Phase Two as shown by 

the graph and will likely be Phase 3 by end of month, barring any unfortu-

nate upticks in the confirmed cases with Covid-19. 

I know many of us are grappling 

with the months of isolation and 

the fear of meeting again and 

what all that entails but there will 

need to be safety measures to fol-

low once that day does come.  

Masks will need to be worn; ei-

ther a bandana or scarf coving 

the mouth and nose, or a cloth 

mask and social distancing rules 

will need to be applied to protect 

our members.  Other safety 

measures may need to be applied during meal preparation and dock happy 

hour events to protect our members.  Check for squadron e-blasts and Pilot 

articles for more information concerning upcoming events, planning and safe-

ty protocol. 

Vessel Safety Checks are now Open for Business!! 

I’m pleased to announce that National and District have given us the green 

light to once again begin vessel safety checks.  As a reminder that we are still 

in a pandemic event, inspectors should wear gloves and a mask and direct 

those scheduling an inspection to do the same. To schedule a vessel safety 

exam, please visit our squadron website: 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/vsc. 

Since we are just starting out for the year and only have three examiners, 

please be patient as the waiting list may be longer than usual.  For more in-

formation on helping us by becoming a Vessel Safety Examiner,  contact Jim 

Haglund at caddmandew@gmail.com .   

Cdr Robert Dahlin, AP 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/vsc
mailto:caddmandew@gmail.com
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Zoom is the Squadron Choice for Virtual Meetings 

Jim Haglund, our Webmaster and Technology specialist, met with District 

16 recently to discuss virtual meetings and which vendor to use. After 

looking at Free Conference Call, WebEx and Zoom and looking at criteria 

such as cost of license, easy of use, security and custom settings configu-

ration and the ability to handle our unique needs, the decision was made 

to use Zoom.  We as a squadron started using zoom 3 months ago as a 

stop gap measure to allow the board to meet virtually and share resources during the onset of the 

Covid-19 pandemic.  As time rolled on and we had to cancel our March meeting and our Change of 

Watch, we decided to perform the first ever Virtual Change of Watch using Zoom which was a huge 

success!!  Thank you for all who attended that event virtually and for the Virtual May and June mem-

bership meetings we have had since.  We hope that with some minor changes in our licensing, Zoom 

will continue to be used for Board Meetings and our Squadron classroom training. 

Squadron History and Archives Going to Digital Format 

Members,  you will be pleased to hear that I am working on a project to move our squadron historical 

photos/records to digital format so they can be visited and enjoyed by all members.  I’ve started off 

with the 1940’s and have found lots of interesting information and photos that I am sure you will en-

joy.  More details to follow on my progress.  Past Commander Jim, can we amp up the storage space!!  

LOL. {Laugh out Loud} 

Looking forward to seeing you at the next squadron event!! 

 

 

Robert G. Dahlin 

Commander  
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XO’s Report 

Happy Summer Solstice to you, our friends and members of America's Boat-

ing Club and Seattle Sail and Power Squadron. I am looking forward to get-

ting together on the water and at our next event.  

In addition to volunteering as Executive Officer, I took responsibility for pub-

lishing our 2020-2021 squadron roster. I am pleased to report that the ros-

ter is printed and mailed. If you didn't get one then please contact me, Mike 

Lancey, at the Roster gmail which is ssaps.roster@gmail.com.  

Special thanks to the dynamic team that helped  prepare the roster especial-

ly Maggi Murphy. Please review your listing and let me know if we need to 

make a correction. The updated rosters will be posted on the website as your 

corrections are logged. Also, I would like to thank several major contributors 

to the roster including Margaret Nordahl, Leslie Kodish, Jim Haglund and 

especially our Commander Robert Dahlin who reviewed the events and list-

ings with a keen eye for important details. Aye. We are a stout crew :-). 

As the Executive Officer I am happy to report that we are planning for the 

Seattle Boat Show to be a big success and one event that we assume will not 

be canceled. Please volunteer by contacting me at: ssaps.xo@gmail.com.  

You might be interested to learn that the social media departments have 

been moved to the Executive Officers table as part of the outward facing ac-

tivities of the Americas Boating Club of Seattle. The bridge voted unani-

mously at the last board meeting, on June 11th.  

Social media is always a safe distance and yet as close as a smart phone or 

laptop to our most interested boating friends.  

In 2020 the squadron will be focusing more on marketing to the boating 

community. If you have any ideas on how to reach out to our friends in 

boating, especially those who are not yet members, please share your ideas 

with me, Mike  Lancey, or anyone serving on the bridge or in the XO depart-

ment. I hope to see you on the water one day soon! 

Cheers,  

Mike 

Lt/C Mike Lancey, AP 

mailto:ssaps.roster@gmail.com
mailto:ssaps.xo@gmail.com
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AO’s Report 

Salutations fellow Squadron-mates! 

I hope you are all in good health and spirits during this fine month. We 

have officially entered Phase 2 here in King County! As I hope you all 

know, we are allowed social gatherings of up to 5 people a week. I have 

been enjoying being able to see my family in person. There is definitely 

something special about face-to-face human connection. Hopefully we can 

all do our part to prevent the spread of this virus so we can get back to 

normal human contact as fast as possible. 

That being said our last digital dinner meeting was a blast! Thank you to 

everyone who attended, if we remain in phase 2 into September we will 

likely be having another one. We were able to play a riveting game of Fami-

ly Feud over the Zoom call, shout out to Katherine Vollenweider for achiev-

ing the highest score! I am looking for more interesting activities to do over 

our remote dinner meetings, so if you have any ideas feel free to drop me a 

line. 

Looking ahead, while COVID-19 has prevented many of our planned 

meetups this summer, we are planning on going ahead with the Port Town-

send Rendezvous at Port Hudson Marina on Labor Day. We are in the pro-

cess of creating the itinerary for the event, so when we have finished plan-

ning it we will send out more information, but needless to say it is going to 

be a great time. 

Safety protocols will likely still be in place, so plan on bringing the proper 

PPE gear. We currently have 10 slips reserved and two RV spots, so if 

you’re interested in joining us for our last onboard meetup of the year, give 

the Port Hudson marina a call and reserve your spot today! 

I wish you all the very best July you can muster, we will keep you informed 

of any upcoming events that poke out from behind the COVID cloud this 

summer. Have a great day! 

Your AO, 

Patrick 

Lt/C  Patrick McSweeney, AP 
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Gail Force Winds 

Lt/C Gail Kalbrener, N 

Here we are already into July.  What’s new in Education. 

The USCG released the 2019 Recreational Boaters Statistics Report. You will 
find it here in the Pilot.   Very interesting to review all the stats in the 83-
page report.  If you haven’t clicked on the link in the report, please do.  Here 
are a few statistics that stick out for me.   

Where cause of death was known, 79% of fatal boating accident victims 
drowned. Of those drowning victims with reported life jacket usage, 86% 
were not wearing a life jacket. 

Where instruction was known, 70% of deaths occurred on boats where the 
operator did not receive boating safety instruction. Only 20% percent of 
deaths occurred on vessels where the operator had received a nationally-
approved boating safety education certificate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operator inattention, improper lookout, operator inexperience, excessive 
speed, and alcohol use rank as the top five primary contributing factors in 
accidents. 

Photo Courtesy of USPS 

Table 5 ▪ PRIMARY CONTRIBUTING FACTOR OF ACCIDENTS & CASUALTIES 2019 

  Accidents Deaths Injuries 

Operation of Vessel 

2508 Accidents 

263 Deaths 

1775 Injuries 

Operator inattention 546 36 296 

Improper lookout 506 26 425 

Operator inexperience 458 39 273 

Excessive speed 358 22 325 

Alcohol use 282 113 221 
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Although these are national statistics, it still tells me we have a long way to go to education boaters and 
make people safer on the water. The report did not break down WA statistics, only BUI’s, unfortunately.  
In my job as a Delivery Boat Captain, I have the opportunity to touch the lives of over 225 boaters at 
one store location annually and get as much safe boater education across as I can in the amount of 
time I have with them.  As a Squadron, we’ve got some work ahead of us.  Let’s keep finding boaters, 
getting them into our classes, working together and let’s help make more boaters safer out there. 

 

 

New guidelines now allow us to offer classes again.  Most will be conducted online.  As I get instructors 
up to speed, I would like to offer the following courses by end of July. 

America’s Boating Course – 1 Saturday 

Boat Handling (S) – Mondays (e-books) 

Marine Navigation (P) – Tuesdays (Books ordered) 

Advanced Marine Nav (AP) – Wednesdays (Books ordered) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visualize…these folks are 6 feet apart.  

 

Classes will be available for signups within the week.  Check the website on the Education calendar.  I 
look forward to seeing you in the classes offered.  With courses being offered online, you can still make 
it to class even though you are sitting on your boat in Friday Harbor.  Think about that! 

 

Yours in Education, 

Captain Gail 



 

   

U.S. Coast Guard releases 2019 Recreational Boating Statistics Report 

U.S. Coast Guard sent this bulletin at 06/10/2020 01:30 PM EDT

 

 

U.S. Coast Guard releases 2019 Recreational Boating Statistics Report 

Alcohol was the leading factor in more than 100 deaths last year 

  

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Coast Guard has released its 2019 Recreational Boating Statistics Report, revealing 
that there were 613 boating fatalities nationwide in 2019, a 3.2 percent decrease from 2018. 

  

From 2018 to 2019, the total number of accidents increased 0.6 percent (4,145 to 4,168), and the number of non-
fatal injured victims increased 1.9 percent (2,511 to 2,559).  

  

Alcohol continued to be the leading known contributing factor in fatal boating accidents in 2019, accounting 
for over 100 deaths, or 23 percent of total fatalities. 

  

The report also shows that in 2019: 

• The fatality rate was 5.2 deaths per 100,000 registered recreational vessels, which tied as the second lowest rate 
in the program’s history. This rate represents a 1.9 percent decrease from last year’s fatality rate of 5.3 deaths 
per 100,000 registered recreational vessels. 

• Property damage totaled about $55 million. 

• Operator inattention, improper lookout, operator inexperience, excessive speed, and alcohol use ranked as the 
top five primary contributing factors in accidents. 

Where the cause of death was known, 79 percent of fatal boating accident victims drowned. Of those drowning vic-
tims with reported life jacket usage, 86 percent were not wearing a life jacket. 

  

Capt. Scott Johnson, chief of the Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety at Coast Guard Headquarters, cited one 
case in November, in which a party of eight in Indiana attempted to cross the White River in a 14-ft boat. Overload-
ed, it capsized sending occupants into the water. Five perished from drowning as a result, including a 6-year old 
child. None of the victims were wearing a life jacket. 

  

“It’s critical for boaters to wear a life jacket at all times because it very likely will save your life. Ensure that it is 
serviceable, properly sized, and correctly worn.” Johnson noted that sometimes victims had not fastened their life 
jacket properly, or had not replaced the expended cylinder in their inflatable life jacket. In one case, the cartridge 
had been modified, making it ineffective as a lifesaving device. 

 News Release 

  

U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters 
Contact: Headquarters Public Affairs 

Office: (202) 372-4630 
mediarelations@uscg.mil 

Headquarters online newsroom 

mailto:mediarelations@uscg.mil
http://www.news.uscg.mil/News-by-Region/Headquarters/
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Where boating instruction was known, 70 percent of deaths occurred on vessels where the operator had not received 
boating safety instruction. The Coast Guard recommends that all boaters take a boating safety course that meets the 
National Boating Education Standards prior to getting out on the water. 

  

The most common vessel types involved in reported accidents were open motorboats, personal watercraft, and cabin 
motorboats. Where vessel type was known, the vessel types with the highest percentage of deaths were open motor-
boats (48 percent), kayaks (14 percent), and personal watercraft (8 percent). 

  

The Coast Guard reminds all boaters to boat responsibly on the water: wear a life jacket, take a boating safety course, 
attach the engine cut-off switch, get a free vessel safety check, and boat sober. 

  

“We praise our boating safety partners,” said Johnson. “Together we strive to reduce loss of life, injuries and property 
damage by increasing the knowledge and skill of recreational boaters.” 

  

To view the 2019 Recreational Boating Statistics, visit http://uscgboating.org/statistics/accident_statistics.php. For 
more information on boating responsibly, visit http://www.uscgboating.org. 

  

-USCG- 

  

 

http://uscgboating.org/statistics/accident_statistics.php
http://www.uscgboating.org./


 

 11 

 

 

‘Operation Dry Water’ targets boating under the 

influence July 3-5 

State Parks Boating Program reminds people to stay sober while boating 

OLYMPIA – June 30, 2020 – The Washington State Parks Boating Program, safety advocates and law enforcement 
agencies are asking boaters to help keep everyone safe by not consuming alcohol or marijuana while out on the water 
— especially when operating a boat or paddlecraft. 

As boaters prepare for the Fourth of July holiday, law enforcement agencies are preparing for 
Operation Dry Water — a nationally coordinated effort that focuses on boating-under-the-
influence (BUI) awareness and enforcement. Boaters will notice an increase in patrols on 
fresh and marine waters across Washington July 3-5. 

According to the U.S. Coast Guard, boating under the influence is the leading known contrib-
uting factor in fatal recreational boating accidents. 

In Washington state, it is illegal to use any substance that impairs a person’s ability to operate a boat. The law applies to 
all boats, including kayaks, canoes, rowboats and inflatable fishing rafts. Some key things for boaters to know:  

• State law allows law enforcement officers to require boaters suspected of operating a boat while intoxicated to sub-
mit to a breath or blood test. 

• Refusing to submit to a test is a civil infraction with a maximum fine of $2,050. 

• The penalty for operating a boat under the influence is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a maximum fine of 
$5,000 and 364 days in jail. 

• Additionally, a BUI is considered a prior offense if there are later convictions for driving under the influence (DUI).  

Boaters can learn more about BUI laws in Washington State and about the risks of boating under the influence by visit-
ing boatsober.org. 

Follow social media 
#NeverBUI, #OpDryWater, #OperationDryWater, #BoatSafeBoatSober, #BoatSober, #designatedskipper 

About Operation Dry Water 
Operation Dry Water is a national awareness and enforcement campaign focused on reducing the number of alcohol- 
and drug-related boating accidents and fatalities. As part of the campaign, emphasis patrols are conducted annually on 
and around the Fourth of July The holiday is known for increased boating activities and use of alcohol, during which law 
enforcement officers see a rise in the number of boating accidents and fatalities. The National Association of State Boat-
ing Law Administrators (NASBLA) coordinates Operation Dry Water in partnership with the Coast Guard, safety educa-
tors and local, state and federal law enforcement agencies. 

About the Washington State Parks Boating Program 

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission administers the state’s Boating Program, which provides lead-
ership in recreational boating safety and environmental education and outreach. The goal of the program is to reduce 
accidents and fatalities, increase stewardship of Washington waterways, and keep recreational boating a safe, accessi-
ble and enjoyable pastime. For more information on the Boating Program, visit www.parks.wa.gov/boating. 

News media contacts: 
Christina Fremont, (360) 902-8837 
Toni Droscher, (360) 902-8604  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MzAuMjM3MDU1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm9wZXJhdGlvbmRyeXdhdGVyLm9yZy8_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3Vy
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MzAuMjM3MDU1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmJvYXRzb2Jlci5vcmc_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVs
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MzAuMjM3MDU1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uYXNibGEub3JnL2Fib3V0LW5hc2JsYS9hYm91dD91dG1fY29udGVudD0mdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fbmFtZT0m
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA2MzAuMjM3MDU1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnBhcmtzLnN0YXRlLndhLnVzLzQzNS9Cb2F0aW5nP3V0bV9jb250ZW50PSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9uYW1lPSZ1
mailto:christina.fremont@parks.wa.gov
mailto:toni.droscher@parks.wa.gov
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The Seasick Landlubber 

Being a landlubber, who is pretty sensitive to motion, but being married to a boat 
captain creates some dilemmas... I want to be supportive, and to that end, I have 
completed the ABC Course and try to find ways to be helpful and not get in Cap-
tain Gail’s way.  

 

 

 

In the ABC Course, there 
is some hands-on in-
struction in tying some 
of the basic seamanship 
knots, but I was intro-
duced to a very cool 
website called Animated 
Knots by instructor Reid 
Larson, AP. https://

www.animatedknots.com/  It has simple to follow, well-illustrated, (often with videos) instructions for 
boating, fishing, camping, and climbing knots.  

They always feature The Knot of The Day, which 
may be from any of the categories. (This one is ani-
mated.) 

 

 

 

 

 

They have a segment, New to Knots, that 
goes over the basics and Advanced Knots for 
those of you who have been tying knots since 
you were kids. They go beyond just showing 
you how to tie the knots and tell you what 
knots are useful for various situations.  

 

 

They also have a section on how to tie a tie.  If 
you’re like my son, who never fully unties his tie 
for fear he’ll have to show how his father failed 
him in one of the basics of Manhood 101, here is 
his salvation.  I fear he is not alone in this defi-
ciency.  

 

 

You can download it on your phone so that you’ll have access to the info when you need it or sit in front 
of your computer with your line (or tie) and have at it. 

I’m just getting going but look forward to the day of being of some use onboard other than as ballast… or 
bow babe.  Now I know why Captain Gail puts me in the front of the boat. 

https://www.animatedknots.com/
https://www.animatedknots.com/
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Message to New Members and Reinstatements: 

 

America’s Boating Club recently partnered with DAN Boater to offer safety and travel benefits to 
our members. As a new or renewing member, you have access to these benefits, which include 

an emergency hotline, a nonemergency medical information line, worldwide medical evacuation, 

medical repatriation, search and rescue expenses, and much more.  

 

DAN Boater travel and safety benefits cost only $25 per year with your individual or family 
membership and can give you peace of mind knowing that when you travel, you’ll be protected 

in the event of a medical emergency. 

 

Visit danboater.org/abc for complete details on this valuable benefit program, or sign up online 

at www.usps.org/DANBoater, and get covered today. 

 

Sign up Instructions: 

 
To sign up, visit www.usps.org/DANBoater, and click on “Benefit Status.” You’ll be asked to log 

in with your certificate number and PIN. Once logged in, choose “Join/Renew DAN Boater Bene-
fit” to sign up. If you don’t know your certificate number and PIN, click “Forgotten Certificate 

Number or PIN” on the log in page and enter the email address you used when you became a 
member of America’s Boating Club. After you receive your certificate number and PIN, you can 

then return to “Benefit Status,” log in and choose “Join/Renew DAN Boater Benefit” to sign up.  

 
If you have any questions, please contact Tammy Brown (888-367-8777 ext. 228) or Mary Cath-

erine Berube (888-367-8777 ext. 211).  

 

Many thanks, 

 

Mary Catherine Berube 

Headquarters Executive Director  

https://danboater.org/abc
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.usps.org_DANBoater&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=iSISEn9japsM9YX71KeI-u_7P1dQ2FKmlYUCM_JBNgk&m=lisEqNSMJdi3Npj1el-nGE-pwDltLzJQbXQrJzZwELo&s=OJSx3JBSTGq6bCCDo-AzisWJpEOf9KRePtw
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.usps.org_DANBoater&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=iSISEn9japsM9YX71KeI-u_7P1dQ2FKmlYUCM_JBNgk&m=lisEqNSMJdi3Npj1el-nGE-pwDltLzJQbXQrJzZwELo&s=OJSx3JBSTGq6bCCDo-AzisWJpEOf9KRePtw
mailto:brownt@hq.usps.org?subject=DAN%20Boater%20Benefits
mailto:berubemc@hq.usps.org?subject=DAN%20Boater%20Benefits
mailto:berubemc@hq.usps.org?subject=DAN%20Boater%20Benefits
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November 2019 

Reminder: New website Event & Class Calendar 

I have recently added new Event and Educational calendars to our website. The Event calendar 

will take the place of the “What’s Happening”, “Calendar View” and “Rendezvous Schedule” pag-

es previously shown on the website. The new Educational calendar is similar except that it will 

be a much better way of displaying the classes and courses.  

What I like about this calendar approach, besides consolidating the events and classes into one 

location, is the squadron officers will be able to post their events and classes directly without 

going through the me, the webmaster. Plus, all members and non-members can register for a 

User Account, with the developer of the program, TeamUp, which will provide you with Event 

notifications and Reminders as they happen. Although a user account is not required to view 

the calendars, I highly recommend getting an account, to stay connected. 

The Event calendar is broken up into sub-calendars and I will provide each officer with access 

to add and make changes to the calendar based on their squadron responsibilities.  

The Educational calendar is also broken up into sub-calendars, and the SEO and ASSEO will 

both maintain the upcoming educational schedule. 

Please check out the new Calendar, it has some great features. The default view is set to Month-

ly but you can change that to fit your needs. Once open you just select an event and it will bring 

up detailed information including any links to flyers, signup forms, etc. It’s all there.  

Some cool features: 

• User friendly and intuitive. 

 

• The events or course categories are organized by Color.  

 

• Flexible display options: Basic calendar views Month, Week, Day, Agenda, Scheduler view, 

agenda or list view displaying details and inline images. Your Choice! 

 

• Share events without sharing the calendar. Easily share an event on the calendar by email, 

on Facebook, as a web page or add to your own calendar program (google, outlook or iCal) 

 

• Easily viewed on your mobile phone 

Here is a LINK to a Getting Started Guide For All Users 

 

If you need help or have questions contact: 

P/C James Haglund, P 

ssaps.webmaster@gmail.com 

(206) 258-9100 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/calendar
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/education
https://blog.teamup.com/getting-started-guide-for-all-users/
mailto:ssaps.webmaster@gmail.com
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Please signup to be a part of our GROUP FORUM & MARKET-

PLACE page on our website. The more members that signup the 
more useful it becomes as a resource. Simply select the Login/

Signup button and enter your email and your personal password 

– that’s it! 

Why join? Because once you've signed up you may utilize the fol-
lowing groups:  

 

General Discussions 

Share just about anything associated to boating and or our or-

ganization (no political stuff here) Stories, ideas, pictures, ques-
tions or whatever is on your mind. Here you can start discus-

sions, connect with members, reply to comments, and more.  

 

Items for Sale or Trade 

Sell it here. You can add photos, an asking price and a brief de-

scription. 

 

Free Stuff 

Post useful items that you no longer need and that deserve a 

second chance :) 

 

Boating Opportunities 

Looking for an opportunity to go boating? Post what you're look-

ing for - Captain or Crew. 

 

Help Wanted 

Do you need help with a task or service? 

As a member of this forum you will also be notified when some-
thing has been added or you have received a response to your ad 

or request for information. Your personal notifications can be 
modified to your preference under settings. Select the      icon to 

access. 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/forum 

P/C James Haglund, P 

ssaps.pc@gmail.com 

Group Forum & Marketplace 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/forum
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/forum
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/forum
mailto:ssaps.pc@gmail.com
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Instagram marketing chair job available - easy volunteer job. Post monthly on our 

Instagram site.  Easy social media photo poster gig.  See P/C Leslie Kodish for in-

fo.  Follow SeattleSailAndPowerSquadron on Instagram. 

 

Become an Associate Member of SSAPS - Are you interested in becoming an Associ-

ate member of Seattle Sail and Power Squadron? If you are a member of one of the 

squadrons of the United States Power Squadrons or a member of Burnaby Power 

and Sail Squadron (our sister Squadron in British Columbia) we welcome you to be-

come an Associate Member of Seattle Sail and Power Squadron. To join, all you have 

to do is let me know, and I will send you an application form. Contact P/C, Marga-

ret Nordahl, JN, at ssaps.membership@gmail.com. 

 

On the Water Education (OTW) - Members interested in OTW education please con-

tact Jim West, regional director for OTW events, at jwestboater@comcast.net 

 

Be a Part of History - As Squadron Historian, I collect photographs every year for 

storage in the Squadron archives. Steve Erickson, JN is a huge resource for this and 

we are ever so grateful. However, I welcome pictures from others, preferably low res-

olution to minimize electronic storage.  Send them to me at P/C Tim Rutledge, SN. 

 

Keep your membership Information up to date - If there are any changes to your ad-

dress or contact information there is an online form you may fill out on the member-

ship page of our Seattle website. This also includes boat and or boat name changes 

as well. We don't want you to be left out of the loop.   

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/member-update 

 

Merit Marks - Want to view or print your merit mark from 2018?  Go to http://

www.usps.org/php/DHinders/meritmarks/getMM.php and put in your USPS Certif-

icate number.  You can find the Merit Marks form linked here. 

Vessel Safety Checks (VSC)  Call and schedule your free inspection today!  VSC 

Chair P/C James Haglund, P  caddmandew@gmail.com 

206-258-9100, or use the Online Request Form: 

 

https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/vsc-request 

Flare Disposal Option - Disposing of old marine flares always seems like a challenge. 

They can’t be shot off as a demonstration. Sometimes Police or Fire Departments 

will take them, but it can be a hassle to arrange this. Thankfully, several King Coun-

ty transfer stations now accept expired flares.  The North Seattle, South Seattle, and 

Factoria Hazardous Waste sites will accept up to 10 expired marine flares per per-

son. For more information, visit www.HazWasteHelp.org or call (206) 296-4692. 

The Pilot’s Shorts 

mailto:ssaps.membership@gmail.com
mailto:jwestboater@comcast.net
mailto:rutledges@aol.com
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/member-update
http://www.usps.org/php/DHinders/meritmarks/getMM.php
http://www.usps.org/php/DHinders/meritmarks/getMM.php
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1O5gWf0rc3ZP-JplD_PBhYeckbw0Hc-h2
mailto:caddmandew@gmail.com
https://www.seattlesailpowersquadron.org/vsc-request
http://www.HazWasteHelp.org
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Happy July Birthdays! 

5  Carol DeMartini 

9  Joyce Killingsworth, P 

14  Erden Eruc, AP 

17  P/C Leslie Kodish, P 

21 Scott Haveson, S 

 

 

 

25  Thomas Chen 

28  P/C Ginger Marshall-

St.Arnaud, AP 

29  Cdr Robert Dahlin, AP 

31  Lt Stephen Taylor, S 

 

P/C Leslie Kodish, P 

Thank you Leslie for showing proper mask wearing!  Happy Birthday! 
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Boating Safety Tips 

1. Wear a life jacket. No matter what activity you have planned on the water, always 

remember to wear a life jacket every time you are on the water. Accidents on the 

water can happen much too fast to reach and put on a stowed life jacket. 

2. Know state boating laws. Rules and laws can differ from state to state and violations 

can result in ticketing, fines or jail time. 

3. Take a boating safety course. Many courses are online, and will save you money on 

your boat insurance. 

4. Make sure your boat is prepared. There are many items that need to be checked and 

rechecked on any boat. Schedule a Vessel Safety Check with the Squadron before 

you hit the water (when available). Every Vessel Safety Check is conducted 100 per-

cent free of charge. 

5. Be sure to know your boat’s capacity. If you have too much on your boat, the boat 

may become unstable and capsize. 

6. Check the weather, including the water temperature. Know the latest marine weath-

er forecast prior to going out, and keep a regular check for changing conditions. 

7. Dress properly. Always dress for the weather, wearing layers if cooler weather, and 

bring an extra set of clothes in case you get wet. 

8. Always file a float plan. File a float plan with someone you trust that includes details 

about the trip, boat, persons, towing or trailer vehicle, communication equipment 

and emergency contacts. Find out more at floatplancentral.org. 

9. Always follow navigation rules. Know the “Rules of the Road” such as operator’s re-

sponsibility, maintaining a proper lookout, safe speed, crossing, meeting head-on 

and overtaking situations. Know what’s going on around you at all times, and al-

ways travel at safe speeds for the environment. Find out more at boatoncourse.com. 

10. Don’t drink while you boat. Where the primary cause was known, alcohol was listed 

as the leading factor in 15 percent of deaths in 2016. Find out more at operationdry-

water.org. 

11. Beware of carbon monoxide poisoning. Gasoline-powered engines on boats, includ-

ing onboard generators, produce carbon monoxide (CO), a colorless and odorless gas 

that can poison or kill someone who breathes too much of it. Be sure to install and 

maintain a working CO detector, never block exhaust outlets, and always dock, 

beach or anchor at least 20 feet away from the nearest boat that is running a gener-

ator or engine. 

12. Keep in touch. Communication devices can be the most important piece of emergen-

cy equipment on board a vessel, especially in case of emergency. Be sure to have at 

least two communication devices that work when wet, such as satellite phones, 

emergency position indicating radio beacons (EPIRB), VHF radios and personal loca-

tor beacons (PLB). Cell phones are not reliable in an emergency situation. 

 

safeboatingcampaign.com 

Nautical Knowledge or Nonsense 

Photo Courtesy of USCG 

Photo Courtesy of USPS 

mailto:ssaps.newsletter@gmail.com
http://www.usps.org/seattle
http://www.facebook.com/USPSSeattle
safeboatingcampaign.com

